2021-2022 Term 1 Newsletter
This is the first newsletter of the term and it has been quite a busy one. So much has been
achieved and this newsletter is packed full of great stories. I hope you enjoy reading it and I
want to thank all pupils, parents, carers and staff for making this another super term
despite all the challenges we have faced.
Wishing you a safe and happy half term, Ms Morrison
There has been a lot happening on the three sites of St
Matthias Academy. First of all, a new site was opened at
Easton Primary. The Leap is a specialist provision for
primary pupils who need a bit of extra support.

Sarah Jones, the Assistant Head, and Fiona Parkin,
classroom teacher, have done an amazing job in getting
things ready for pupils to start their learning journey.
They’ve been really well supported by Max, who is moving
to a new role after half term. We’ll all miss him and wish
him all the best in his new job.
Pupils have been learning, playing, exploring the local area, boxing at Empire and settling in
to their new school. There have been a lot of awards for good learning and excellent
behaviour already. Here are a few of pictures from the first term at The Leap.

Well done to
our three
awesome
pupils!

This term at Brentry has been a really positive return to a sense of some normality for staff
and students. We have welcomed quite a few new faces as well as our returning students
and it has been great for the site to feel a bit more alive again!
Students have already produced some excellent work in a wide range of subjects; exploring
colour and mark making in Art, travel writing in English and communication skills in DT.

Exploring shape nets

Believe it or not, this is actual
ICT work!

Trinity music sessions

Practicing Orthographic drawings

Home made turkey burgers with sweet
potato fries

As well as lessons students have got
stuck in to extra-curricular activities art therapy sessions and off-site music,
Xbox challenges and ten pin bowling.
At Brentry we look forward to another
productive year supporting our students
and helping them build their futures.

Van Gogh inspired relief printing

It has been great to get back into the
swing of things in Fishponds this term.
Students and staff have settled back into
the school term and it’s been great to
see the students meet the new school
year with such enthusiasm. This term,
students who had gained their points
were rewarded with a trip to Puxton
park. The students interacted with
animals, went down death slides, drove
water bumper cars, and bravely
attempted the tree top obstacle course.
This term we have welcomed 2 new staff members: Miss
Waithe our PSHE teacher, and Miss Reed our new LSA!
English Updates
We have had a fantastic term at St Matthias studying
Travel Writing. Students have learnt about different
countries and read travel articles by a famous Bristolian
author. They have also looked at using formal language to
write complaints – a skill they will no doubt need as
adults!
We have a large group of GCSE students this year, but they
have begun our one-year GCSE English language course so
well. Their dedication and hard work has been really
impressive. We are looking forward to getting back to it in
term 2.
This term’s WOW activities include frisbee golf, sport, a beauty group, and music. Students
have been enthusiastic in their WOW activities, and we have seen some particularly
amazing nail art from some students in the beauty group.

Art Focus
Term one has focused on the basic art skills and knowledge for KS3 pupils. Colour theory
(primary, secondary and complementary), drawing skills and mark making inspired by Van
Gogh, Anwar Jalal and Frank Stella.
KS4 pupils have been working on their GCSE portfolio recording and developing 2D and 3D
work based on the topic of Life and Death.

And don’t forget, between 15th and 19th November, we will be celebrating anti-bullying
week. A number of events will be happening this week and throughout the term. Check
@MatthiasAcademy and our website for updates on this and other news.

