2021-2022 Term 2 Newsletter
This is the final newsletter of 2021 and I hope you enjoy reading it. I also want to wish all
our community a fabulous festive season and a Happy New Year (Happy Hogmanay!) when
it comes. Let’s hope 2022 is a happy, safe and healthy year for us all.
Ms Morrison
We are thrilled to share with you some of the things we have been doing
at The Leap over the last term. Since our first newsletter, we have welcomed two
more pupils into our unit, and our staff team has also grown with the addition of
Audrey and Gus as Learning Support Assistants. It has been a term filled with special
moments that have showed the growth our pupils have been able to achieve both
individually and as a group.
Mindfulness activities have been introduced so that our
pupils can learn how to better understand and manage
their emotions. We have brought in activities like
colouring and playing drums, which have helped
students manage their behaviour while having fun.

We have also focused on social activities where students have to
cooperate to achieve certain goals. Our pupils have teamed up in
Nintendo Wii games, volleyball matches and playground games,
often helping each other overcome obstacles, cheering each other
up and working as a team.
For our Physical Education classes, we have had the Bristol City Football
Academy joining us once a week. They have made sure all of our pupils
engage and participate in series of drills that will help them improve
their football skills and become better team players.
Lastly, during Anti-Bullying week, we learned how to recognize bullying
in all its different forms and how certain actions and can
be experienced as bullying. Anti-bullying posters have been
displayed around the school so that pupils can always remember how
to identify bullying and do the right thing.

Fishponds News
Despite the disruptions of covid, Fishponds has lots to celebrate this term. We
have to celebrate Harvey and Josef who both moved on to their permanent KS4
provisions this term. It was sad to see them leave but great to reflect on how
much they’ve grown up since they started with us. Also a big congratuations goes
to Kayleigh Ann who started her placement at her new mainstream school this
term. We’ll miss her too but know she’ll be awesome in her new placement.
In other news, pupils and staff at Fishponds have been getting into the festive
spirit and there are decorations all around the school. Dylan and Lily did a great
job decorating our tree.
This term in English students have been learning about
history too. We have been looking at World War One
and thinking about what we would do in that situation.
Students have then studied World War One Poetry and
written a diary entry from the point of view of soldier.
Our GCSE students have continued their work towards
their exams. It’s great to see their increasing
confidence and the huge amount of effort they are
putting in, especially after such a disrupted two years.
This term we have been doing chemistry topics. Some pupils have been looking the
atomic structure of elements in the periodic table and their properties. We have
investigated chemical reactions and what affects them. With some pupils we have
been studying acids and alkalis. We have learnt about neutralisation and linked this
to how indigestion tablets work.

Following Anti-bullying week, staff and pupils worked together
to create this amazing display that celebrates the diversity in
our school. Pupils wrote kind words on cut-out hands and gave
each other lovely compliments. Kindness to others is the focus
all this term and pupils have been earning ‘kindness coins’ in
recognition of their positive interactions with others.
This term has seen a creative hive of activity in the art room. Pupils have explored a range of techniques
and processes such as Banksy inspired stencilling. Pupils developed artwork based on the topic of
Bristol. In addition, they have expanded their knowledge of the city and its history and popular culture.

GCSE pupils have continued to build upon their portfolio's by
developing work based on the topic of Life and Death. It's
wonderful to see pupils' skills and confidence grow as they
produce their unique interpretations in response to the
theme.

Brentry Bulletin
It has been a busy term at St Matthias, Brentry, with some more new faces joining us.
Friday afternoon trips have seen students finding their feet on the ice, ably supported by polar
bears. In English we have been exploring poetry from different cultures which has resulted in some
wonderful conversations, debates and well-structured pieces of written work.
In Art we have been studying Bristol art and culture – and no Bristol art project could be complete
without having a go at some Banksy-style stencils. Food Technology has seen us focusing on food
from around the world, cooking dishes from the UK, Hungary, Louisiana, Italy and India. Students
are looking forwards to cooking a Japanese Christmas dinner – KFC-style chicken.

Christmas tree is up!

It’s starting to feel
like it’s time for a
very well-deserved
break. The Brentry
team would like to
wish our students,
their carers and
families a very Merry
Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Stay safe; we look
forwards to
welcoming students
back in January.

Getting stuck in to stenciling

Hungarian Goulash with fresh baked
bread

Merry Christmas from the Brentry team

